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Give specific attention to the distinctive features of a letter/number:

· model correct letter/number formation before having a student attempt to form the letters and numbers
· highlight the distinctive features through verbal, visual, kinesthetic, and tactile cues

· verbally label the distinctive features

· point out the similarities and differences between letters or numbers and have students note these by:

· pointing

· tracing

· coloring

· reconstructing

· have students practice the above techniques repeatedly

· provide quick feedback to students to reinforce accurate formation and correct inaccurate formation
· place a letter/number line on students’ desks or post one in the room and encourage students to check their work

Reversal errors in individual letters and numbers:

· provide repeated opportunities to engage in activities to practice formation, focusing on the distinctive features of letter forms with contrasting orientation such as b and d, the tails of g and q
· have students engage in practice to detect distinctive features of letters/numbers such as tracing, coloring, pointing (for example: b starts at the top line, but d starts under the middle line and shoots to the top, many tall letters start at the top line b h k l t; some letters have tails that extend below the baseline g j p q y; all upper case letters touch the top and bottom lines, but don’t go above or below these lines;)

· demonstrate, name, and describe the distinctive features of letters and numbers, especially the ones easily reversed (b c d f g j p q s z)
Reversal errors in letter order of words and numbers:

· provide repeated opportunities to engage in activities to practice writing words, focusing on the distinctive features of letter forms with contrasting sequences, such as was and saw, use students’ knowledge of phonics to help them with the letter sequence

· provide activities that analyze patterns of words and numbers in relation to students’ own bodies and space (left/right on own body, up/down or top/bottom on own body)

· activities that encourage students to start writing on the left side of the paper, verbally emphasizing that each new line should start at the margin even if it’s the middle of a sentence
· prompts or visual cues at the left side of the paper as a reminder of where to start writing, such as highlighting the margin line with a marker or using a colored margin line, placing a sticker or drawing a smiley face to indicate where to start (provide feedback to students about correct or incorrect use of the margin line; if possible don’t allow them to get into the habit of starting more than 1/8” to 1/4” to the right of the margin line)
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