Remedial Strategies for Writing Numbers for Math:
Correcting Number Reversals:

· use the method set out in Handwriting Without Tears by Jan Olsen. It may need slight adaptations, but it is a great method.

· provide students with a number line on their desks or tables and teach them to  check for reversals; do this when they are just learning to form numbers and also for older students who are having problems with reversals; many students who are struggling with this will have a easier time checking for correct formation when the model is close to them, rather than up on a wall in the classroom

· older students can carry a sheet of paper with numbers printed correctly in a notebook or organizer, perhaps in a sheet protector, so they will have it with them wherever it might be needed

Organization of Numbers on a Page:

· Worksheets: Students who haven’t learned to reduce the size of their handwriting often have problems because worksheets tend to be very crowded. Solving problems on attached paper and then writing the answer on the worksheet can help.

· Paper Type: Most students use notebook paper for math and some have problems with maintaining columns and organizing borrowing and carrying. Grid or graph paper can be helpful, and it can be bound so it’s like a notebook. 

· Organizing math problems on the page: Have students place only 6 to 8 problems per side of graph paper to eliminate crowding of the problems. Teach students to number their problems, circle the numbers, and write the problems with good organization on the page. After this is done, have the students go back to solve the problems.

· Three Strategies to teach students to help legibility:
· place each number so it touches the bottom line

· use good closure when writing numbers

· put a space between numbers
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